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“Whoever seeks a
way to acquire
knowledge Allah
will make easy his
way to Paradise.”



“Seeking knowledge is obligatory upon every Muslim.”
[Sunan lIbn Majah (224) and others]
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THE MUFTIYYAH PROGRAM

Building on the legacy of Fatima al-Fihri, who created the oldest academic degree-
granting university in existence today, the University of Qarawiyyin, the Muslim Women's
Shura Council has developed the Muftiyyah Program a world-class, first of its kind
graduate program that will train contemporary Muslim women jurists and religious
scholars. Dedicated to training Muslim women in an internationally recognized and
rigorous academic environment, the Muftiyyah Program is a graduate degree program
focusing on Islamic law, its methodology and relevant disciplines, as well as social science
and professional training.

The American Society for Muslim Advancement (ASMA) and its partners at Union
Theological Seminary will form a list of institutions in Muslim countries, many of whom
will provide study-abroad opportunities that can fulfill the Muftiyyah Program's academic
requirements. ASMA and Union will consider ways to upgrade the students’
skills/background preparation before they enter into the program. ASMA and Union will
also collaborate to ensure faculty recruitment and accreditation via the Association of
Theological Schools and Middle States.

ACADEMIC ACCESS

COUNTERING PATRIARCHY

It is of utmost importance that the
muftiyyahs are trained to think critically,
deconstruct patriarchal interpretations,
and spearhead new ways of thinking about
religion and social justice. Thus there is
great need for a graduate program that will
accomplish the following:

Include contemporary subjects, gender
analysis, and interfaith training in the
curriculum

Emphasize a methodological approach,
encouraging the students to understand
contemporary religious methodology and
to develop new ways of approaching figh

Provide additional training in spiritual and
personal development, and community
involvement

Women studying jurisprudence constitute
an extremely small percentage of the overall
student body in this field. Muftiyyahs will be
trained as a group of women, which will
afford them the freedom to openly engage
with important issues together.

Because of the demand for new outcomes in
solving the complexities of contemporary
issues, the Muftiyyah Program is highly
methodologically focused. The program will
emphasize the inclusion of contemporary
subjects relevant for a globalized world -
such as international law, minority rights,
and interfaith theology - as opposed to
merely the fields of a traditional Islamic
education. The muftiyyahs will be trained to
analyze problems with a consideration of
the context and from both a micro and
macro perspective. Such an analysis will
provide a multiplex approach towards
providing a comprehensive solution to
today’s complex problems.

To ensure that the muftiyyahs' training
correspond to the highest level of
academic excellence possible, the program
is intended to create some flexibility.
Women who have studied figh at affiliated
institutions in the Muslim world will be
allowed to enter the program at differing
stages, in accordance with their
educational history.

For the Muftiyyah Program to be effective
worldwide, the program will provide the
students with the highest level of classical
figh education possible, matriculating
scholars with recognized Islamic authority.

The Muslim Women's Shura Council,
currently representing over 12 countries,
will provide additional legitimacy in
recruitment strategies and institutional
partners.  Organisation of the Islamic
Conference  (OIC), representing 57
countries, will also be essential in mitigat-
ing resistance from traditional quarters.

The following conditions will be ensured:

Diversity in the geographic and socioeco-
nomic background of applicants

Institutional affiliations with respected
educational institutions (e.g., Al Azhar) for
credit-transfers as well as for research-
exchange programs and internships

On-site internships in Turkey, Middle East,
North Africa, and South Asia and other
Muslim-majority locales: courts, mosques,
schools etc.

Country ambassadors may be brought on
board for student recruitment and funding,
and for developing career tracks
post-graduation

Support and approval of respected
religious scholars (both male and female)
across the world for the curriculum.

GSTINGUISHING FEATURES \
While political and sociocultural restrictions certainly contribute to this loss of talent, the
lack of career-guidance and career-development and capacity-building has an impact as
well. In the Muftiyyah Program, students will pick from five career-focused concentrations
and take courses devoted to that career path. Women studying in the Muftiyyah Program
will be trained in all schools of figh, thereby qualifying them to give fatwas representing
different perspectives in Islamic law.

Muftiyyah's educational development will not solely be restricted to textbooks and the
classroom, but will be supplemented with weekly meetings (sohbat) designed to foster
sisterhood and imbue Islamic spirituality in the women. The curriculum will pay special
attention to the work of Muslim women scholars (both contemporary and classical) whose
perspectives have been marginalized under inegalitarian educational paradigms.

Because these women must be adequately prepared for their future roles as trailblazers and
leaders, they will also take courses focused on developing critical skills (such as academic
writing, dealing with diversity, negotiation/conflict resolution, etc.). Women studying in the
Muftiyyah Program will also be encouraged to attend religious meetings.

The muftiyyahs educated through this comprehensive graduate program will have the
Islamic legitimacy and international savvy to design and implement social change strategies
in their societies. Backed by Islamic authority, critical proficiency and meaningful networks,
the graduates will also be able to issue authoritative rulings on today’s most pressing issues,
forming the first global, all-woman'’s Ifta council. J

(U

CURRICULUM OVERVIEW

Methodology of Islamic Law

Reform Thinking in Islamic Legal Methodology

Contemporary Issues in Islamic Law

Methodology of Issuing Fatwas

Islamic Legal Ethics

Inter-F itual Chaplair
Spiritual Counselling
Crisis Counselling
Creative Writing
Islamic Monetary and Macroeconomic Management
Philosophy of Education

Religious Pedagogy and Giving Sermons

Human Rights

Islamic Insurance

Intersections between Figh and non-Muslim Minority Rights
[ribal |
Islamic Law of Financial Contracts

Islamic Commercial Banking: Products and Services



